Jeep® returns to Cortina d’Ampezzo for the ‘The North Face® Lavaredo Ultra Trail 2014’

· The Jeep® brand further strengthens its cooperation with The North Face® and, for the second year, is Main Sponsor of the exciting event dedicated to trail running, that will be held in Cortina d’Ampezzo, from 26 to 29 June

· The new Jeep Renegade – the first Jeep Small SUV and first vehicle produced in cooperation between Italy and the United States – on display within the Jeep area in downtown Cortina

· The iconic Jeep Wrangler, the original and authentic 4x4 that expresses the unconventional soul of the American brand, at the side of the athletes joining the event 
· Mike Foote, a professional runner, athlete and new Jeep Ambassador, will be one of the key players in the competition
· The exclusive Jeep Renegade Award will be assigned to the athlete, among the first timers, who will complete the race with the best time

· Meeting and hiking session with Simone Moro: two main events dedicated to extreme and outdoor sports enthusiasts 

· Updates about the race and planned activities onsite will be available on the jeep-people.com portal and Jeep’s social channels, through photo and video contributions

For the second year in a row Jeep® is Main Sponsor of the ‘The North Face® Lavaredo Ultra Trail’, the exciting trail running competition that will take place in the scenic venue of Cortina d’Ampezzo, from 26 to 29 June. A long week-end wholly dedicated to the trail and to the fascinating world of outdoor sports pivoting around this compelling discipline.

Two thousand runners, including pros and trail running enthusiasts from all over the world will compete in the two challenges planned for the 2014 edition sponsored by The North Face® in cooperation with Jeep. The ‘Lavaredo Ultra Trail’, the longest challenge, will be run on a 119 km course with a 5,850-metre positive altitude gain, winding from 1,300 to 2,500 metres high on the most charming trails in the heart of the Dolomites. An enthralling walking endurance event starting on Friday, June 27, 11 p.m., with the attendance of about 1,000 runners, including pros who are capable of crossing the line in 12 hours, and real amateurs who are assigned a 31 hours maximum time for completing the course. 

On Saturday morning, beside the longer 119 km challenge, the Cortina Trail – the second competition on schedule - will start. This challenge will be disputed on a 47 km course with a 2,650-metre altitude gain through the mountain chains surrounding the "Queen of the Dolomites": the Tofane, the Cinque Torri and the Croda da Lago. 

This year the ‘The North Face® Lavaredo Ultra Trail’ has officially entered the prestigious international ‘Ultra-Trail World Tour’ circuit, which includes the 10 most prestigious races in the world, and can thus boast a remarkable attendance by international athletes representing 56 nations.

Among them, the professional athlete Mike Foote of the The North Face® International Team will be the runner racing for Jeep in the Lavaredo Ultra Trail and new Ambassador for the values of adventure, authenticity, freedom and passion for the American brand.

A Jeep Wrangler Rubicon will be at the starting line, next to the athletes, and will reach the checkpoints along the course thanks to the extraordinary off-road capabilities that belong to the most capable model in the Jeep range. A mini fleet of Jeep Wranglers and Jeep Wrangler Unlimiteds will be available to athletes and organisers for the entire duration of the event.

Close to the brand's customized area in downtown Cortina, in the The North Face® area, people will have the chance to preview the new Jeep Renegade, the first model ever in the brand's history built in Italy and first vehicle of the Fiat Chrysler Automobiles group resulting from the cooperation between Italian and American designers and engineers. The new Jeep Small SUV will be marketed in Europe in a range comprising a choice of four trim levels - Sport, Longitude, Limited and Trailhawk - equipped with efficient turbo-diesel or petrol engines, in 4WD or front wheel drive configurations.

Sponsorship of ‘The North Face® Lavaredo Ultra Trail’ is a further step in the journey that, for the last three years, has seen Jeep alongside The North Face® in a host of Italian and international events. Sharing the same values of adventure, freedom, authenticity and passion, with a commitment to promoting the outdoor, a desire to explore and a dedication to go beyond any obstacle both in extreme sports and everyday life are the sound basis of this fruitful and firm cooperation.

Dedication, taking the strain, capability of staying focused and going beyond difficulties are the typical skills of the athletes who take part in this tough trail running challenge. A race that's more than a simple sport: it's a physical and mental endurance trial fluctuating between a silent, intimate adventure with one's own self and a sharing with the other participants. Moreover, it’s a commitment, a mission to accomplish for demonstrating that those with the courage to believe in their potential and the right motivation can take on any challenge, reach goals and break extraordinary boundaries.

As further confirmation of this, Jeep will assign the Jeep Renegade Award to the winner among the first-timers of the Ultra Trail. This unique trophy features the Renegade logo, the name of the new Small SUV of the brand, a model with a strong stylistic personality and boasting best-in-class off-road capabilities in its category. A prize for the athlete who, more than the others, can express the features of the new Jeep Renegade: courage, ambition and will to go beyond one's limits.
However, the sports aspect is not the only element distinguishing this year's ‘The North Face® Lavaredo Ultra Trail’. Before going to the core of the challenges, the programme will offer two important occasions dedicated to the fans of extreme sports and outdoor activities. On Thursday night, June 26, Simone Moro, the famous climber and athlete of the The North Face team, will meet the public for a special ‘Speaker Series’ session, held at the Alexander Girardi Hall in Cortina. During this ‘storyteller night’, Simone will personally share the extreme experiences and unparalleled emotions of his career as an explorer. Further to this, on Friday morning it will be possible to experience a real trial and attempt, together with Simone Moro, a tough hiking trial on one of the most picturesque trails of the circuit in the Dolomites. On the occasion an exclusive team of explorers, consisting of reporters and opinion leaders, will have the chance to ride the course with two Jeep Cherokees and test the extraordinary off-road capabilities that allow the Jeep mid-size SUV and its 4×4 models to face and overcome any obstacle.

On jeep-people.com it will be possible to follow the activities scheduled and the performance by Mike Foote, the Jeep athlete, live during the Lavaredo Ultra Trail. Live race updates will also be available on Jeep-People’s social channels. 
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